	[image: ]



	


Meeting summary: February 2026 AI: Is it a Curse or Blessing?
NOTE: While AI is useful, it should be noted that every pastor will need to review materials.  It is not trustworthy but can be helpful in many areas of your ministry and duties.
I noticed that some of the useful hints on using AI was omitted. I thought these were very important to our discussion. I mentioned two areas that were omitted.  Please contact me if there were others.
1. Using AI to generate a poem at a funeral. I know of a pastor who takes the qualities of the deceased family member and ask AI to make a poem. This pastor says that bringing a tailor-made poem to the family was a huge comfort.  Most family members asked for a copy. He says it was a huge blessing to those who needed comfort.
2. Using AI to bring a graphic(s) to compliment your sermon on your overhead presentation. This can further reinforce or validate your message to your audience.  Audiences may hear the message spoken but when they can visually see an object with your message, it can help them remember your point. Example: a picture of the prodigal son on his journey home, wear, dirty, and sobbing. 
Quick recap
The meeting focused on discussing artificial intelligence (AI) tools and their potential benefits and challenges for pastors and ministry leaders. Jim led the discussion, presenting both positive and negative aspects of AI usage in ministry contexts, including concerns about plagiarism, theological accuracy, and the potential for decreased spiritual depth. Participants shared personal experiences with AI, with Bill Savage and others highlighting its utility for tasks like sermon preparation, scheduling, and content creation while emphasizing the importance of human oversight and creativity. The group addressed fears around AI adoption, particularly among older generations of pastors, and discussed the need for education and encouragement to help ministers embrace these tools effectively.
Next steps
· Jim: Provide a copy of the meeting summary (generated via AI) to participants.
· Jim: Find and share statistics on the age generations of pastors across the United States (and possibly worldwide), as requested by Kevin.
Summary
AI Discussion and Technical Setup
The meeting began with Jim and David discussing technical setup and recent travel across multiple states. Jim explained that he would be recording the meeting and noted that AI would be used for both the recording and note-taking. The group discussed the topic of AI as both a blessing and a curse, acknowledging the mixed reviews and limited written information available on the subject. Jim mentioned that he would be sharing some notes and findings about AI usage, and the meeting was expected to include additional participants.
AI in Religious Contexts Discussion
The meeting focused on discussing the use of AI in religious contexts, with Jim presenting both concerns and benefits. Concerns included replacing personal spiritual labor, plagiarism, theological errors, and data security, while benefits included automating scheduling, generating newsletters, aiding sermon preparation, and providing visual aids. Bill shared his experience using AI for fun, sermon prep, and Bible study, emphasizing its utility for research but cautioning against relying on it to finalize content. The group agreed that AI can be a helpful tool when used appropriately, but it should not replace the spiritual guidance of the Holy Spirit.
AI in Ministry Applications
The group discussed the use of AI in ministry work, with Vansittart sharing her perspective as a 63-year-old who grew up using encyclopedias and books for research but now finds AI helpful for staying current with rapid demands. Peter described how he uses AI as an assistant for prayer preparation, article writing, and email composition, though he emphasized the importance of maintaining original work and not being identified as using AI-generated content. The discussion concluded with Peter warning about the potential for others to recognize AI-generated work, which he avoids to maintain credibility in his role as national chaplain.
AI Tools for Pastoral Ministry
The group discussed their experiences with AI, particularly ChatGPT, in their pastoral work. Randy shared how he uses AI to help create policies and protocols for his church, while Peter and Ted described using it for writing introductions and creating preaching schedules. The participants agreed that AI can be a helpful tool for pastors, though some may be hesitant due to unfamiliarity with the technology. Jim suggested the need for education and training on AI use in ministry settings to help overcome these hesitations.
AI Integration in Ministry Challenges
Kevin discussed the challenges of integrating AI into ministry, highlighting that many pastors, particularly those over 60, are hesitant due to fear of making mistakes and a preference for traditional methods. He emphasized the need for encouragement and education to help pastors embrace AI as a tool, while acknowledging that younger generations are more open to its use. Jim shared that Gen Z is the most consistent attendee in church today, and Bill provided statistics on the average age of pastors in the United States, which is around 50-54 years old.
AI in Ministry: Opportunities and Challenges
The group discussed the use of AI in ministry, with Andrew sharing his experience of using AI as a search tool for Bible verses but warning about its potential to mislead and reduce deep meditation. Bill emphasized the importance of individual ministry approaches and encouraged the use of various platforms to enhance leadership. Jim planned to prepare a summary of the meeting using AI and suggested topics for the next meeting, while participants expressed their appreciation and closed the session.
	Please rate the accuracy of this summary. 
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